CHAPTER IV

THE Crown Prince had been suffering this winter
from a succession of colds, and they left him with
a troublesome and persistent hoarseness. Professor
Gerhardt examined his throat, and found a small growth
on one of the vocal cords. He tried to burn it away
by a course of electric cauterisation, but the Prince's
throat was much inflamed, and for the present he
abandoned this treatment and in April 1887 he sent him
to Ems for the sake of his general health. This is im-
portant, for it shows that Gerhardt had as yet no serious
apprehensions as to the nature of the growth, since, if
he had, he would not have irritated it by cautery, nor
would he have recommended a month's course of the
waters of Ems. When the Crown Prince returned to
Berlin, it was clear that Ems had not done any good to
the local trouble, and Gerhardt called in the surgeon
Dr. Bergmann. They both now suspected malignant
disease, and, after other throat specialists had been con-
sulted, they advised an operation for the removal of the
growth by opening the larynx. The Crown Princess
was informed of this, but it was settled that the patient
was not to be told till immediately before the operation,1
But the doctors decided first to call in for consultation

1 Ponsonby, Letters of Empress Frederick, p. 231;  Sir J.  Rennell Rodd
(Lord Rennell), Social and Diplomatic Memoirs, i. p. 113.